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INTRODUCING

WORLD HARVEST NETWORK 
INTERNATIONAL

A ministry committed to: Leadership Development, 
Mission & Church Planting

“Equipping the Saints for the end-time Harvest”

OUR STRATEGIES

1. LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT:
Equipping and Raising Godly Leaders through Leadership programmes, 
conducting leadership retreats and school of  leadership around the world.

2. WORLD MISSIONS:
Reaching the unreached through preaching, teaching and conducting 
training programmes, making disciples of  all nations and helping the poor, 
the under privileged and the neglected through our outreach programme 
DORCAS FOUNDATION.

3. CHURCH PLANTING:
The Church arm, Grace Covenant Assembly carries out Church planting 
outreaches and equipping of  the Saints through monthly Faith Seminars 
and Radio Programme titled Living by Faith and our Faithville publication.
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Beloved, I welcome you to this retreat for Christians in leadership.

As we retreat under God, I pray the Lord encounters you in a special way in 
Jesus Christ name.

Our focus, as we retreat under God, is MAKING FULL PROOF OF YOUR 
MINISTRY.

We’re living at a time when it’s becoming increasingly difficult not to be distract-
ed by reason of  the challenges that’s come in the world globally.

Satan is also not relenting but increasingly getting very desperate knowing his 
end is at hand.

It’s against this background, that I believe, that as Christians in leadership, who’re 
the immediate target of  satanic assaults, we should take time to retreat under 
God, so that we’ll not be casualties of  this end time satanic assaults.

Acts 20:24

But none of  these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, 
so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received 
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of  the grace of  God.

What counts in eternity is your Ministry.

Every satanic assault is an attempt to stop you from fulfilling or making full 
proof  of  your Ministry.

I pray that as you stand before the Lord in eternity, you’ll not have anything to 
regret or be ashamed about your ministry in Jesus Christ name.

You are welcome.

Akinlolu Raphael.

INTRODUCTION
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PART ONE

MAKING FULL PROOF OF 
YOUR MINISTRY 
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MAKING FULL PROOF                    
OF YOUR MINISTRY 

2 Timothy 4:1-8
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.

God has called us to fully express our calling - our ministry in our life 
time.

There’s only one life time to do Ministry.

Paul said here I have finished my course - race.

PART ONE
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Included in that race is your Ministry.

NEED FOR EXEMPLARY CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
Now, the first thing I want us to see in this passage is that this book of 
Timothy was not written by Timothy.
The book of Timothy was written to Timothy by Apostle Paul who was 
a father and a more experienced Servant of God.
Today we need men/women whom God has helped and still helping to 
bring serious charge to Ministers of the Gospel in this generation.

If God through Apostle Paul could bring this serious charge to Timothy 
in his generation, I believe God is raising more serious charge to His 
Servants in this generation.

And I’m glad that God still has His Servants in this generation through 
whom He could charge His Ministers.

Men and women that God is helping not to lose focus in Ministry

For example, see how Apostle Paul described Himself.

1Tim 1:12-17
And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who 
was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the 
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for 
a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 
everlasting. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
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only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

He described himself as someone who has obtained mercy and a 
pattern to those who afterwards would believe.

Ministry is what God will do in you first before He can do through you 
to others.

How would you describe yourself to a younger Minister?

What has been your experience with God?

Do you know that whatever the level of God’s Grace upon your life, 
you have only obtained mercy?

Do you also know that you’re a pattern?

What kind of a pattern are you?

Can people safely follow you?

Phil 3:17-19
Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk 
so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction, 
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things.)
Philippians 3:17 Brethren, together follow my example and 
observe those who live after the pattern we have set for you.

Philippians 3:18 For there are many, of whom I have often told 
you and now tell you even with tears, who walk (live) as enemies 
of the cross of Christ (the Anointed One).
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Philippians 3:19 They are doomed and their fate is eternal misery 
(perdition); their god is their stomach (their appetites, their 
sensuality) and they glory in their shame, siding with earthly 
things and being of their party. (AMP)

UNDERSTANDING WHAT MINISTRY IS
The second thing I want us to see in this passage is understanding 
what Ministry is.
You can’t make full proof of what you don’t know.

1Tim 1:12
And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry

Ministry is what God puts men/women into.

Acts 20:22-24
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to tes-
tify the gospel of the grace of God.

Ministry is what you received of the Lord

Col 4:17
And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast 
received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.



9

Mk 3:13-15
And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he 
would: and they came unto him. And he ordained twelve, that they 
should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, 
And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:

Ministry is what you’re ordained by God to do on earth

Your Ministry is your divine portion in God’s assignment on earth.

It’s God that’s still doing Ministry 

No one can do Ministry.

DANGEROUS PITFALLS
Another thing I want us to see in this passage in order to make full 
proof of our Ministry is the need to avoid some dangerous pitfalls.

2 Timothy 4:1-5
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry.

Whatever is going on in the world is not new.

Past generations have also faced similar challenges.
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The devil is the same devil in every generation and believe me, he 
doesn’t have any new tricks.

Acts 1:15-20
And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, 
and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred 
and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have 
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake 
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took 
Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of 
this ministry. Now this man purchased a field with the reward 
of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, 
and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the 
dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their 
proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it 
is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, 
and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take.

If Judas who was called, Pastored and Mentored by Christ could miss 
it, then ANYONE can miss it.

I pray none of us shall miss it in Jesus Christ name

SOME TRUTHS ABOUT MINISTRY 

1. Not about you - Ministry is not about you. It’s about God and His 
purposes on earth. 

Its not about your success, visibility or acceptance.
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Gen 3:1-6
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which 
the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the 
woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye 
touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye 
shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

This was how satan Got the first Ministers.

He made it about them.

Mt 4:1-11
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, he was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came 
to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that procee-
deth out of the mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him up into 
the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And 
saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for 
it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and 
in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh 
him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
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kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, 
All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him.

Therefore it’s not about how successful you become in life. We’re not 
called to be successful. We’re called to be faithful.

2. Not about financial/material status

1Pet 5:1-4
The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being 
lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.

3. Physical Structures

Gen 4:16-17
And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in 
the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife; and 
she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called 
the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.

Do you know that Judas has already purchased a land?

4. Followership/Size of congregation 

Christ was never moved by numbers 
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Ministry is not a game of numbers.

Jn 6:66-68
From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life.

5. Spiritual Gifts 

Don’t build your Ministry only on spiritual gifts.

Acts 20:28 - 32
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For 
I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheri-
tance among all them which are sanctified.

It’s the Word that feeds.

People don’t grow on spiritual gifts. People grow on the word.
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PART TWO

TEMPLATES TO MAKE FULL 
PROOF OF YOUR MINISTRY
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TEMPLATES TO MAKE FULL 
PROOF OF YOUR MINISTRY

2Tim 4:1-5
1.I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; 2.Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry.

Now, from this passage, let’s look at some Templates - for making full 
proof of your Ministry

1. Ministry Is Personal 
Vs 1. I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom;

PART TWO
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2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

God is a personal God. He deals with us on personal levels.

Col 4:17
And say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which thou hast 
received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

God’s programs & purpose for us are personal.

Therefore, our walk & work with God are personal. 

You have a personal, unique & individual relationship with God.

There are no two you. Your ministry, your assignment is unique to you.

You cannot compare yourself with any other person.

2 Corinthians 10:12
For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare 
ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.

God deals with us as individuals. Christianity is a personal walk & work 
with God.

The call of God is to every man on earth but its your personal response 
that makes the difference. 

So Paul speaks to Timothy here personally.
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Your call & your ministry makes you different from any other person.

That’s what makes you a disciple. You’ve a master. You follow Him.

You’re not like just anybody. You’re different.

You can’t afford to follow the crowd. You’re in the world but not of the 
world.

Your focus, your desires, your passion must be different.

1 Corinthians 9:16-17
For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for 
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not 
the gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if 
against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto 
me.

1 Corinthians 9:16-17
For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. 
For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the 
gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not 
of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship.

2. Understand that your Ministry shall be judged

2Tim 4:1
1.I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom;

2Cor 3:11-15
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
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silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work 
of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so 
as by fire.

3. Don’t Change With The Weather 

2Tim 4:2
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

Be consistent in your convictions.

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or 
not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good 
teaching. NLT

4. Preach The Word

2Tim 4:2
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine

Not motivations.

Not philosophical nonsense

5. Don’t Be Men Pleasers

2Tim 4:3-4
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 
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truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

6. Be Sound In Doctrine 

2Tim 4:2-4
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables.

Christianity is built on doctrines 

Eph 2:19-20
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

Jude 1:3-4

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Watchfulness

2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
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Now, in order to make full proof of your Ministry, you must be watchful. 

Why? 

There are distractions.

Earthly, worldly, personal, &  demonic distractions.

1 Peter 5:8
Be sober- minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

How?

I) Have a clear vision of your ministry/assignment

Many workers don’t have clear vision of their ministry.

Lack of clear vision will bring distractions & discouragement.

Acts 26:19-21
Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and 
at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then 
to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do 
works meet for repentance. For these causes the Jews caught me 
in the temple, and went about to kill me.

II) Commitment.

Be totally committed to your ministry.

Acts 6:4
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word.
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III) Faithfulness.

Ministry is a divine trust.

God had entrusted into your hands a divine purpose. That makes you 
a steward.

1 Corinthians 4:1-2
Chapter 4
Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful.

2 Corinthians 4:1-2
Chapter 4
Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of 
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending 
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

IV) Develop Attitude Of Excellence.

God is an excellent God.

Don’t be a mediocre in Ministry 

Philippians 3:12-14
Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended:but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 



22

God in Christ Jesus.

Yesterday’s excellence is today’s mediocrity.

Excellence is improving daily.

Daniel 6:4
Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him.

V) Develop Your Faith.

Ministry is by Grace 

Ephesians 4:7
But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ.

However, it’s by faith that you access the Grace of Ministry.

Romans 5:2
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Therefore, you need to develop your faith to access the Grace of God 
for your Ministry & overcome satanic distractions & assaults against 
your Ministry.

VI) Endure Hardship.

2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
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In order to make a full proof of your Ministry, you need to endure 
hardship as a soldier of Christ.

2 Timothy 2:3-4
Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier.

VII) Make A full Proof

2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

Don’t just do the Ministry. Make a full proof of it.

Do The Work. Give it all it takes.

Don’t be a pretender. Be a doer.

Matthew 9:37
Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few;

Your Ministry is the reason for your existence.

Your Ministry is the basis of your reward in Heaven.

What you do and how you handle God’s assignment in your hands 
now is what determine your place in eternity.
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Acts 20:17-24
And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the 
church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye 
know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner 
I have been with you at all seasons, Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which 
befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house to house, Testifying 
both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, 
I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 
of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.

The kingdom of God on earth advances as every Christian worker is 
determined to make full proof of their Ministries 
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HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S
LOVE FOR US

1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss  
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory.

2. Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life  
I know that it is finished.

3. I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart  
His wounds have paid my ransom.

HYMNS



26

WE PLOUGH THE FIELDS
AND SCATTER

1 We plough the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God’s almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine 
and soft refreshing rain. 

Chorus:
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above, 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 
 
2 He only is the maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us his children, 
he gives our daily bread. 
Chorus 
 
3 We thank you, then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food: 
accept the gifts we offer 
for all your love imparts; 
and that which you most welcome, 
our humble, thankful hearts. 
Chorus
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COME LABOR ON
1 Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain 
while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
“Go work today.”

2 Come, labor on. 
The enemy is watching night and day, 
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away; 
while we in sleep our duty have forgot, 
he slumbers not.

3 Come, labor on. 
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 
No arm so weak but may do service here: 
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill 
his righteous will.

4 Come, labor on. 
Claim the high calling angels cannot share: 
to young and old the gospel gladness bear. 
Redeem the time its hours so swiftly fly 
the night draws nigh.

5 Come, labor on. 
No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 
till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie 
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun: 
“Servants, well done.”
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MUST I GO AND EMPTY-HANDED
1. Must I go and empty-handed,
Thus my dear Redeemer meet? 
Not one day of service give Him, 
Lay no trophy at His feet? 

Chorus:
Must I go and empty-handed, 
Must I meet my Saviour so? 
Not one soul with which to greet Him, 
Must I empty-handed go? 

2. Not at death I shrink or falter, 
for my Saviour saves me now; 
but to meet Him empty-handed, 
thought of that now clouds my brow. 

3. Oh, the years of sinning wasted! 
Could I but recall them now 
I would give them to my Saviour; 
to His will I gladly bow. 

4 Oh, ye saints, arouse, be earnest! 
Up and work while yet ‘This day; 
ere the night of death o’ertake you, 
strive for souls while yet you may
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